
Aspect Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
C

ap
it

al
 

le
tt

er
s

Use full stops and 
capital letter mostly 
accurately (including 
proper nouns) 

Use full stops and capital 
letter mostly accurately 
(including proper nouns) 

Use full stops and capital 
letter mostly accurately 
(including proper nouns) 

Use full stops and 
capital letter mostly 
accurately (including 
proper nouns) 

Use full stops and 
capital letter mostly 
accurately (including 
proper nouns) 

Use full stops and 
capital letter mostly 
accurately (including 
proper nouns) 

D
em

ar
ca

te
 

se
n

te
n

ce
s Demarcate 

sentences with 
capital letters, full 
stops.

Demarcate sentences with 
capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and 
exclamation marks.

Demarcate sentences 
with capital letters, full 
stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks.

Demarcate sentences 
with capital letters, 
full stops, question 
marks and 
exclamation marks.

Demarcate sentences 
with capital letters, full 
stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks.

Demarcate sentences 
with capital letters, full 
stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks.

N
o

u
n

 
p

h
ra

se
s Noun phrases Expanded noun phrases To use expanded noun 

phrases to describe and 
specify.

To write effective 
expanded noun 
phrases.

Write sentences that 
contain effective 
expanded noun 
phrases.

Use expanded noun 
phrases to convey 
complicated 
information precisely.

C
o

n
ju

n
ct

io
n

s

Subordinating 
conjunctions (but) 

Co-ordinating 
conjunctions (But, 
or, and)

Subordinating conjunctions 
(when, if, then, but) 

Co-ordinating conjunctions 
(But, or, and)

To extend sentences 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions including 
and, but and or.
To extend sentences 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions including if, 
because, when and 
although.
To write simple 
sentences.

write sentences with 
more than one clause 
by using a wider range 
of conjunctions that 
include when, if, 
because and although.
To write simple 
sentences.

Use a range of 
coordinating 
conjunctions to write 
multi-clause 
(compound) sentences.
Use a range of 
subordinating 
conjunctions to write 
multi-clause (complex) 
sentences.

Use a range of cohesive 
devices, including: 
pronouns, conjunctions, 
conjunctive adverbials, 
synonyms. 

C
o

m
m

as
 To use commas in lists. To use commas in lists. To use commas in lists To use commas in lists

To use commas to 
clarify meaning and 
avoid ambiguity.

To use commas in lists
To use commas to 
clarify meaning and 
avoid ambiguity.
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Asp
ect

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Te

n
se

s

Past and present 
tense are 
consistent. 

Past simple
Past progressive 
Present simple 
Present progressive 

Past simple
Past progressive 
Present simple 
Present progressive 
Past perfect 
Present perfect 

Write sentences in:
Past simple
Past progressive 
Present simple 
Present progressive 
Past perfect 
Present perfect

Write sentences in:
Past simple
Past progressive 
Present simple 
Present progressive 
Past perfect 
Present perfect

Write sentences 
that are consistent 
in their use of tense.

Write sentences in:
Past simple
Past progressive 
Present simple 
Present progressive 
Past perfect 
Present perfect

Write sentences that 
are consistent in their 
use of tense.

V
er

b
s 

To identify verbs and use 
verbs in their writing. 

To identify verbs and use 
verbs in their writing. 

Write sentences that 
use powerful verbs to 
create precise images.

Write sentences 
that use powerful 
verbs to create 
precise images.

Write sentences that 
use powerful verbs to 
create precise images.

Use the perfect form 
of verbs.

Sp
ee

ch

Understand how to use 
inverted commas.

Understand how to use 
inverted commas.

Understand how to use 
and punctuate direct 
speech.

Understand how to 
use and punctuate 
direct speech.

Incorporate the 
actions of the 
speaker when 
writing sentences 
that include direct 
speech.

Understand how to 
use and punctuate 
direct speech.

Incorporate the 
actions of the speaker 
when writing 
sentences that include 
direct speech.

A
d

ve
rb

s
&

 
ad

ve
rb

ia
ls

To use adverbs. To use adverbs. 
Use a fronted adverbial to 
show when, where or how 
something happened.

To use adverbs. 
Use commas after 
fronted adverbials.

To use adverbs. 
Write sentences 
that begin with a 
fronted adverbial.

To use adverbs. 
Write sentences that 
begin with a fronted 
adverbial, and 
punctuate correctly. 
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Aspect Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
H

ea
d

in
gs

an
d

 
su

b
h

ea
d

in
gs

To use headings and subheadings 
when presenting and structuring 
writing.

To use headings and 
subheadings when 
presenting and 
structuring writing.

To use headings and 
subheadings when 
presenting and 
structuring writing.

To use headings and 
subheadings when 
presenting and 
structuring writing.

To use headings and 
subheadings when 
presenting and 
structuring writing.

A
p

o
st

ro
p

h
es

 

Apostrophe for omission and 
possession.

Apostrophe for 
omission and 
possession.

Use the apostrophe 
to indicate 
possession with both 
singular and plural 
nouns.
Apostrophe for 
omission. 

Write sentences 
that contain 
possessive 
apostrophes (both 
plural and singular).
Apostrophe for 
omission. 

Write sentences that 
contain possessive 
apostrophes (both 
plural and singular). 
Apostrophe for 
omission. 

P
h

ra
se

s 
an

d
cl

au
se

s 

To identify the 
difference between a 
phrase and a clause.

To identify the 
difference between 
a phrase and a 
clause.

To identify the 
difference between 
a phrase and a 
clause.

To identify the 
difference between a 
phrase and a clause.

Pa
ra

gr
ap

h
s 

To group sentences 
and ideas into 
paragraphs.

Organise paragraphs 
around a theme.

Organise paragraphs 
around a theme.

Organise paragraphs 
around a theme.
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Aspect Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Fi
gu

ra
ti

ve
 la

n
gu

ag
e 

Write effective similes. Write effective 
similes.

Write effective 
similes.

Use and identify 
figurative language.

P
re

p
o

si
ti

o
n

s Use prepositions to show 
a relationship, typically in 
terms of place or time, 
between two or more 
things, people or events.

Use prepositions to 
show a relationship, 
typically in terms of 
place or time, 
between two or 
more things, people 
or events.

Use prepositions to 
show a relationship, 
typically in terms of 
place or time, 
between two or more 
things, people or 
events.

Use prepositions to 
show a relationship, 
typically in terms of 
place or time, between 
two or more things, 
people or events.

D
et

er
m

in
er

s Understand how to 
identify and use the 
correct determiner, ‘a’ or 
‘an’, before a word.

Understand how to 
identify and use the 
correct determiner, 
‘a’ or ‘an’, before a 
word.

Understand how to 
identify and use the 
correct determiner, 
‘a’ or ‘an’, before a 
word.

Understand how to 
identify and use the 
correct determiner, ‘a’ 
or ‘an’, before a word.

D
ic

ti
o

n
ar

y/
Th

es
au

ru
s

sk
ill

s 

Use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check 
its meaning and spelling 
in a dictionary.

Use the first two or 
three letters of a 
word to check its 
meaning and spelling 
in a dictionary.

Use the first two or 
three letters of a 
word to check its 
meaning and spelling 
in a dictionary.

Use a thesaurus to 
find words that have 
similar meanings.

Use the first three or 
four letters of a word 
to check its meaning 
and spelling in a 
dictionary.

Use a thesaurus to find 
words that have similar 
meanings.
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Aspect Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
P

ro
n

o
u

n
s

Avoid repetition in 
their writing by using 
nouns and pronouns.

Write sentences that 
avoid repetition by 
using nouns and 
pronouns to link 
ideas.

Write sentences 
that avoid repetition 
by using nouns and 
pronouns to link 
ideas.

Write sentences that 
avoid repetition by 
using nouns and 
pronouns to link ideas.

P
ro

o
fr

ea
d

in
g Proofread their work 

for spelling and 
punctuation errors.

Proofread for 
spelling, punctuation 
and grammar errors.

Proofread for 
spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar errors.

Proofread for spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar errors.

Se
n

te
n

ce
o

p
en

er
s To start sentences in 

a variety of 
interesting ways.

To start sentences in 
a variety of 
interesting ways.

To start sentences in a 
variety of interesting 
ways.

A
ct

iv
e

an
d

 
p

as
si

ve
 v

o
ic

e 

Write sentences in 
both the active and 
the passive voice.

Use the passive voice 
to affect the 
presentation of 
information within a 
sentence.
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Aspect Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Pa

re
n

th
es

is
 Use brackets, 

dashes and commas 
to indicate 
parenthesis.

Use brackets, dashes 
and commas to 
indicate parenthesis.

R
el

at
iv

e 
cl

au
se

s 

Write sentences 
that contain relative 
clauses.

Write sentences that 
contain relative 
clauses.

M
o

d
al

ve
rb

s write sentences that 
include modal verbs 
to show degrees of 
possibility.

Write sentences that 
include modal verbs 
and adverbs to show 
degrees of possibility.

Se
m

i-
co

lo
n

s,
 c

o
lo

n
s,

h
yp

h
en

s write sentences that 
use a semi-colon to 
mark a boundary 
between two main 
clauses.

write sentences that 
use a semi-colon to 
mark a boundary 
between two main 
clauses.
Use bullet points 
consistently.
Use a colon to 
introduce a list. 
Use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity with word 
meanings.
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Aspect Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Fo
rm

al
 a

n
d

 
in

fo
rm

al
 la

n
gu

ag
e recognise vocabulary 

and structures that 
are appropriate for 
formal speech and 
writing.

P
re

ci
si

n
g

Write a précis of a
passage in their own 
words by removing 
any unnecessary 
information and 
including only the key 
points.
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